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Previous related lesson

Unit 4, Week 2, Lesson 1

Prerequisites for learning

Pupils need to:

• understand that a ‘fraction’ is part of one whole

• recognise that fractions involve sharing ‘fairly’ or equally

Vocabulary

whole, half, halve, fraction, divide, share, equal

Future related lessons

Unit 4, Week 2, Lessons 3 and 4; Unit 8, Week 2, Lessons 
1–4; Unit 12, Week 2, Lessons 1–4

Success criteria

Pupils can:

• recognise one half of quantity

• fi nd one half of a quantity

Lesson objectives
• Recognise and fi nd one half (or 1

2) of a quantity

• Understand that a half is one of two equal parts

National Curriculum attainment target
• Recognise, fi nd and name a half as one of two equal 

parts of an object, shape or quantity

Halve s - quantitie s

Year 1, Unit 4, Week 2, Le s son 2

Getting Starte d
• Choose an activity from Number – Fractions.

Teach
• Say: If we share something equally between two, we are halving it. We are splitting it into two 

parts exactly the same size.

• Remind children that in the previous lesson, they cut objects and shapes in half. 

• Say: Now we are going to fi nd half of a set of objects.

• Display: Slide 1 showing two pictures of ladybirds (without any spots), side by side, with 2 spots 
next to them.

• Say: I have (point to each spot in turn) one, two … two spots to share between these two bugs. 
I want to share the spots equally, so I need to give half of the spots to this bug (point) and half 
of the spots to this bug (point). How many spots should I give to each bug? 

• Ask children to show the answer by holding up the correct number of fi ngers. (1)

• Click to stick 1 spot on each bug. 

• Say: This bug (point) has one spot and this bug (point) has one spot. Two spots shared equally 
between two bugs is one spot each. So half of two is one.

• Display: Slide 2 showing two ladybirds and 4 spots next to them. 

• Say: Now there are four spots to share between the two bugs. 

• Give pairs counters. Ask them to count out 4 counters. 

• Say: You and your partner are the two bugs. These are the four spots you are going to share. 
Share the spots fairly so that you each have half. 

• Give pairs time to share their 4 counters. 

• Ask children to show how many spots they have each by holding up their fi ngers. 

• Demonstrate sharing the 4 spots fairly by clicking to stick 1 spot on each bug in turn, until both 
bugs have 2 spots. 

• Say: This bug (point) has two spots and this bug (point) has two spots. Four spots shared 
equally between two bugs is two spots each. So half of four is two.

• Display Slides 3-5 and repeat for children to fi nd half of 6, 8 and 10. 
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Unit 4: Number - Fractions

P lenary
• Share children’s work on fi nding halves of sets of 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 spots. 

• Discuss their methods and fi ndings. 

• Ask: What did you have to do to fi nd half of six? What is half of six? (3)

• Set some quick-fi re word problems involving halves for children to answer by holding up 
their fi ngers. 

• Say (for example): I have four balloons and I give half of them to Cavan. How many do we 
have each? (2) I have six chocolates. I share half of them with my friends. How many do I 
have left? (3)

• Remind children that, when a shape, object 
or set of objects is divided into two equal-
sized parts, each of those parts is one half, 
or 1

2, of the whole.

In dividualise d Learning
Refer to Activity 2 from the 
Learning activities on page 190.

Activity Book 1A

Progress Guide 1

– Page 43: Fruit tree fractions

–   Support, Year 1, Unit 4, Week 2, Lesson 2: 
Honeybee halves

Homework Guide 1

Year 1, Unit 4, Week 2, Lesson 2: 
Half-time halves
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