
Unit N28: Solve prob lems involving sharing

Activity 1: Small-world sorting or or or
Objective 
•	Share a small number of objects into equal groups

Re source s
small-world play resources (per group/pair)

What to do
Provide the children with opportunities to share objects into equal groups, depending on the resources available. 	
For example:

•	Ten cars: Sort these into two groups. Ask: How many cars are there in each set? Drive the cars to the car park. 
They can only be parked in rows of five. Ask: How many rows of cars are parked in the car park?

•	Knights and castle: Make a procession of eight knights going to the castle, arranging them into four groups. 
Arrange the eight horses for jousting into two groups. Ask: How many horses are there in each group?

•	Animals and ark: Arrange the animals into fields before the procession into the ark. There are 20 animals. Put them 
into ten sets. Ask: How many are there in each set? Are there two, as in the story?

•	Farm animals: The farmer puts animals into each field. Give the children a paper circle to represent each field and 
different numbers of animals, for example, ten sheep and two green fields, six hens and three brown pens, 12 
ducks and two blue ponds. Ask: How many of each animal will go in each one? Vary the numbers used according 
to the children’s abilities, for example, 16 cows in four fields, 15 hens in two hen houses (introducing remainders).

•	Dolls’ house: Arrange 20 pieces of furniture equally among three rooms. Ask: How many pieces go in each room? 
How did you make your choices? Are there any pieces left over? How many, and why did you choose these?

Early learning goal 
•	Solves problems involving sharing

EYFS Aspect o f learning
•	Numbers

Busy Ant Maths F topic
•	Solving problems

Explore and play 


